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It is the month of Shravana; streams of sparkling raindrops come dancing down from dark
expanse of the sky, like blessing from Heaven, to quench the parched lips of mother earth. In the
distance, one can hear the clarion call of conch shells that ushers in the spiritual ambience of
the auspicious annual Ratha Yatra of Lord Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra. The flags
Sfluttering proudly atop their chariots symbolize the triumph of good over evil and the perpetuity
of the Sanatan Dharma.

Shri Shri Guru Purnima Tithi is just round the corner. Like in every year, we would offer
our profound homage to our revered Guru Parampara and lie down in obeisance to
Mahamandaleshwar Shri Shri Nanga Baba, Mahavatar Shi Shri Babaji Maharaj, Shri Shri
Lahiri Mahashay, Our Holy Father Sachchidananda Paramhansa and Holy Mother Sree Sree
Maa. As the glorious aroma of flowers, incense and sandalwood hang heavy in the air, we lie
prostrate at their holy feet to seek Their compassion for attaining honesty, purity, selflessness
and devotion in our humble hearts.

We take this opportunity to dedicate this issue of Hiranyagarbha to the immortal saint
Brahmarshi Sukdeva, the illustrious ascetic son of the great sage Maharshi Krishnadwaipayan.
A born ascetic, he was as glorious as Vyasdeva himself, a complete master of the Vedas-
Vedanta-Bhagawat scriptures, an emancipated Mahayogi and venerated by mankind, saints and
Gods alike.

On the auspicious occasion of Guru Purnima, let us offer our homage to this great saint
and seek His kind blessings to blossom the lamp of wisdom, piety and chastity in our humble

hearts.
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Sri Sukdev — Veda Vyasa's Divine Son

Sri Sukdev is a unique divine avatar saint.
Sri Veda Vyasa was gifted this divine child

through the blessings of
Lord Shiva after a
prolonged, passionate

penance of deep devotion.
Lord Shiva blessed him
saying, “Dwaipayan, you
will beget a son who will
be ever engrossed in
Brahman with all his mind,
life and intellect. His fame
will spread over the three
worlds.” Pleased at
receiving this forthcoming
boon, Vyasa returned to
his Ashram to perform the
Agni-hotra yagna. As he
was churning logs of arani
(fire-wood) to light the
sacrificial fire, a celestial
apsara named  Ghritachi
appeared. Seeing her,
Vyasa’s chitta (subtle mind) fluttered and he
began to rub the logs hard to regain control
of himself. Ghritachi, afraid that the sage
would curse her in anger, tried to contain the
situation by taking the form of a parrot
(Suka-pakshini). However, the sage was
unable to overcome his emotion of lust and
the ojas (virya) fell on the arani. As he
rubbed the arani harder, instead of fire, a
luminous child emerged. Vyasa realized that
this was a divine way through which Lord
Shiva gifted him his son. Thus was born
Sukdev — the illustrious son of Veda Vyasa,
as powerful in spiritual prowess as his
legendary father. Suka also means fire as the
outcome of ojas shakti.

The young prodigy was provided with
precious gifts from the divine forces. Devi
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Sri Sri Sukdev

Ganga appeared, bathed and cleansed him;
the Gods blessed him with a divine set of
danda (staff), kamandalu
(water-pot) and krishnajina
(deerskin), worthy for a
brahmacharin. In the
presence of all the heavenly
beings, his upanayana
(sacred thread ceremony)
was performed. As he
became absorbed in deep
meditation, the knowledge
of the Vedas and Holy
Scriptures automatically
sprouted within him. In
order to keep up with the
order of society which
required a Guru for such a
stage, he requested Lord
Brihaspati to be his Guru
and offered him dakshina
for receiving teachings. He
was tutored by his father in
the Yoga Shastras and Kapil Darshan. Soon,
through his constant spiritual practice, this
little brahmacharin child was respected by
one and all for his grasp of knowledge and
yoga. As he progressed, he realized the
transient nature of the world and the urge to
attain moksha (liberation) germinated. His
father advised him to take tutelage under
King Janaka, the Perfected-Living-Liberated
Emperor-Sage of the times.

The story of Sukdev’s studentship under
Rajarshi Janaka is famous and very
illuminating for a seeker of truth. Initially
Sukdev was extremely disinclined to meet
Janaka as he was not a Guru in the
traditional Ashramic lifestyle. He was a king,
living a worldly life. Sukdev did not have a
good impression of such persons and could
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not believe that he could be a moksha
delivering personality. But his father advised
him to go indicating that King Janaka was
the best person to teach him. Ten times he
went to the kingdom, but due to flow of
unkind thoughts about the king engulfed in
worldly duties of his empire, Sukdev
returned without meeting his designated
teacher. Then Sage Narada appeared before
him and explained to him how every ill
feeling about King Janaka was the cause of
Sukdev losing his divine gifts one by one
and that now he was almost left to becoming
a person of ordinary abilities. At this point,
Sukdev grasped the importance of throwing
away his ego and went to the Palace of King
Janaka. Before entering the King’s sitting
room, he left his staff, waterpot and sling-
bag outside at the door. As he sat down and
introduced himself, the king’s guard came in
and said that the army cantonment was on
fire and requested for orders. The king told
him that all should do their duty during this
calamity and the rest is God’s Will. Suka
was bewildered as to how a king could be so
unperturbed at such a situation. The
discussion started. Within a few more
minutes the guard came running in stating
that most of the city was on fire and
requested for directives. The king repeated
the same, saying that all should do their
required duties at such a situation and the
rest is the Will of God. Sukdev became
restless at such a king who seemed least
bothered about an impending danger in his
kingdom. He could not concentrate on the
discussions. Soon after, the guard came back
in a state of panic. The fire had entered the
palace! The king repeated the old directive
as he had done before. Sukdev could not
take it any longer. He started to rush out.
Janaka asked him where he was going. He
replied that he was going to collect his
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belongings as the fire was already in the
palace. King Janaka smiled and said, “How
will you learn about liberation if you are so
concerned about your meagre worldly
possessions? Nothing has happened. 1 was
just testing you.”

Sukdev requested to be taught. Janaka
indicated that he was still not ready and the
previous incident indicated that he needed to
concentrate amidst surrounding chaos. He
needed to take another test. He was given a
bowlful of oil and asked to travel through
the busiest parts of the city and return. He
would pass the test only if not a drop of oil
fell. Sukdev went across the city, deep in
concentration to avoid a spill and returned
successfully. Pleased Janaka asked him,
“What did you see in the city? What did you
hear?” Sukdev replied, “Nothing”. Janaka
smiled. He asked for initiation from Janaka.
The reply came, “Wait”. Very disturbed
Sukdev returned disappointed and again ill-
feelings arose. His father advised him to go
back and learn to be patient and humble. For
the next twelve years, Sukdev stood outside
the garbage dump of the king’s palace,
praying for initiation. Slowly all ill feelings,
all negative thoughts went away and what
was left was a yearning for knowledge of
liberation. Even the garbage from Janaka’s
room falling on his head did not cause any
flutter. After twelve years of such a penance,
Janaka called him in and initiated him. The
divine truth flourished in the ready-to-be-lit
Sukdev. Janaka taught him about Brahman,
Atma, Universal Consciousness, Creation,
Bondage and Liberation. Every word uttered
by Janaka led to high spiritual experience.
Sukdev was now fully illuminated.

After self-realization, Sukdev moved into
the realms of Bhakti sadhana and eventually
became capable of entering Golak-dham and
earning a place there. During Dwapara
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Yuga, when Lord Krishna descended with
his divine beings into Vrindavan, several
Gods and sages became part of this leela on
earth, taking up various roles including
trees, animals, birds, insects and the like. Sri
Sukdev was a favourite parrot of Sree
Radhika. She would utter the name of the
Lord, saying ‘Krishna, Krishna’, in Sree
Radha’s identical voice. One day, after Sree
Radharani fed the parrot with pomegranate,
milk and rice, it flew off to Nandagram
where Sri Krishna was encircled with his
friends. It then perched on a pomegranate
tree and called out ‘Krishna Krishna’
sweetly in Sree Radha’s voice. When a
surprised Sri Krishna came to see the bird, it
lamented, “O, what an unfortunate and sad
creature am I. I have left my lady-mistress
and come here.” Hearing it, Sri Krishna took
the parrot in his hands and began to caress it
lovingly. At that moment, Lalita and
Vishakha came to the spot and informed Sri
Krishna that the bird belongs to their friend-
mistress, Sree Radhika. But the bird refused
to leave Sri Krishna’s hands and go to the
duo. Then these two ladies called Maa
Yashoda for help. Mata Yashoda took the
bird from Sri Krishna, gave it to the two
principal friends of Sree Radha and took Sri

Krishna inside the house. This parrot
became the medium of communication
between Radha and Krishna. When they

prepared to leave this mortal world, the
parrot desired to go along with them to
Golak-dham. But both Radha and Krishna
requested the parrot to stay back and spread
the message of Bhagwat Leela to the world.
They consoled the weeping Suka saying that
there is no one better to tell this divine tale.

After Lord Krishna and Bhagwati Sree
Radharani left the mortal world, the Suka
parrot began to search around for places to
hear about Bhagwat-Katha. Finally on
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reaching Mount Kailasa, he found Lord
Shiva relating the divine tale of Radha-
Krishna to Devi Parvati. Sukdev, as the suka
parrot began to quietly listen to these
wonderful tales and absorb them. It is said
that one who listens to the complete
Bhagwat Katha attains immortality. Suka
was firm on achieving the goal. As Shiva
continued to explain the deep intricate
knowledge of Bhagwat, Parvati would reply
in monosyllables of ‘hnu, hnu’ to indicate
that she was grasping it. In between sleep
engulfed Devi Parvati. However, in order to
let Shiva continue and complete, Sukdev
parroted the ‘hnu hnu’ in Parvati’s style.
After the complete Bhagwat’s spiritual
science was revealed, Lord Shiva looked up
and found that Devi Parvati was asleep.
Looking around, he noticed the parrot.
Annoyed at having imparted such a deep
secret to an unknown and probably
unworthy candidate, Lord Shiva hurled his
trishul (trident) to kill the bird. It fled in
panic as the trishul followed it. The bird then
entered into the Ashram of Sri Veda Vyasa.
At that moment, his wife Devi Vatika (also
known as Pinjala) was about to drink water.
The bird entered the water in her hands as
she gulped it in her mouth and moved to the
womb. It remained in the womb for twelve
long years (some say sixteen), mastering the
scriptures while still inside. Devi Vatika
started growing weak. Eventually, Sage
Vyasa spoke to the entity in the womb,
“Who are you in the womb? Why are you
not coming out? Do you wish to kill my
wife?” The child in the womb replied, “I
cannot firmly decide who I am. I have
travelled through all kinds of embodiments
from creatures, birds and animals. Now I am
in a human body. This is a great opportunity
for me. I will not come out. I will practice
yoga inside the womb and attain liberation
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here.” After much pleading, Sukdev
emerged, born as a twelve year old child'.
The young lad paid obeisance to his parents
and immediately went off for tapasya. In
this birth, he remained a travelling hermit.
He learnt yoga, scriptures, puranas and
other texts from his father, especially
mastering the Mahabharata and Bhagwat
Purana. Subsequently he was the main
preacher of the Bhagwat Purana after his
father with a large following. His teachings
to King Parikshit at the impending onset of
Kaliyuga form a large portion of our ancient
Bhagwat Purana descriptions that have
survived till date.

Sree Sree Maa

gave us  many
more insights on
the eternal life

connections of this
inseparable father-
son  rishi-pair
“Sukdev is a
special tapasya-
creation of Vyas-
dev, almost his
alter ego.
Whenever  Vyas-
dev descended, he

Sri Sri Vitthalnath

usually brought his son with him, especially

in the leela manifestation births. When Vyas-
dev appeared as the great Vallabhacharya
during the times of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu,
Sukdev was his second son, Vitthalnath,
who spread the message of Pushtimarg far
and wide. More recently when Vyas-dev
appeared as Bhagwan Kishori Mohan during
the times of Prabhu Jagatbandhu and Sri
Ramakrishna-dev, Sukdev came to him as
his son Rudra-dev, an illuminated soul from
birth who always remained in a higher order
spiritual state. He would vanish now and
then and Bhagwan would frantically search
for him in the bylanes of Kashi. Even at his
last moments, Bhagwan ensured that
Rudradev left with him. First Rudradev left
his body and soon after Kishori Bhagwan
went away, both in the same day, within a
few hours. They are an eternal divine pair,
one an almost alternate image of the other. I
pay my deepest reverence to them both.”
With a mischievous smile I remarked,
“Your divine great-grandson and great-
great-grandson?” The reply came with a
delighted twinkle in her eyes, “You have
become too naughty these days. They are
spiritual giants by their own right.”
[Adapted from Sree Sree Maa’s article]
—her Blessed Child,
Prof. Partha Pratim Chakrabarti

1 During ancient times, rishis often took the same names in multiple births as their peers recognized
them through their inner vision. Moreover, Vyas-dev and Sukdev almost always came together as
father-son pair whenever they were born in various ages.

You should all be good and religious persons — Not a God fearing man but a God loving
man. Speak the truth. Be just and honest to all. Treat all persons equally. Have faith in
Lord Krishna and surrender yourself to him. Be charitable and never harm the hungry
and the weak. Realize that service to men and animals is service to God. You should
believe that Krishna is our God and never slacken your faith in him and then he will
surely protect you. You should regard him as the be-all and end-all of your life. Your
ultimate good lies in serving him, which should be done with all your heart, mind and
soul. Trust in his protection. Remember him always in all thoughts, words and deeds.

—Sri Sri Vallabhacharya
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The Philosophy of Truth
The Proof of Unreality of the World

Chapter 11
The technique of restraining the mind — 2
The Mahatma continues: One who came
to understand the magical, illusive and
deceitful feature of the mind is immune to
the erroneous influence of mind or maya
shakti. A wise man with self-realisation
understands the plurality and fakeness of
mind and thus is relieved from the tyranny
and injustice of the mind. A man, who
doesn’t know the reality of the mind, is
overwhelmed by various sorrows created by
the mind. The mind is restrained from
creating problem to one who has delved
deep into the depth of the mind. Hence
understanding the reality of the mind or
‘prakriti’ or its ignorance is the controller of
the  ‘nivritti’  (desisting) or = ‘pravritti’
(inclination) of creation of joy and sorrow.
This mind or nature sets itself into sadhana
and as soon as realisation dawns, the mind
vanishes. It is mentioned in Sankhya darsana
‘doshbodheopi noposarpanang
pradhanasya kulbadhuvat’” - meaning ‘when
the true swabhava’ or nature of prakriti is
exposed to the purusha, then the purusha
fathoms the reality of the mind in the form
of transformation and the cause of suffering.
As a result, ‘prakriti’ becomes ashamed and
fails to dominate the interior of the purusha.
My Son, the very feeling that whatever the
mind performs through the body, I perform
i.e. I am the physical body has been evoked
by mind, which has been hammered
repeatedly leading to a total loss of your
actual reality which is Brahman or Atman.

What more, it has led to total dissolution of
your judgment that helps in understanding
your true ‘self’ through purushakar or self-
effort. Hence the more you analyse and
understand the deranged follies of the mind
i.e. joy and sorrow, desire and anger etc. are
waves or oscillations in the river of the mind
and ruin the mind, the more your mind will
undergo tranquility and peace pervade you.
Vedanta has also asserted, “Mind itself is the
cause of bondage and liberation of mind.
When human mind continuously ruminates
in ‘vishaya’ or worldly matters, it becomes
intoxicated in  ‘vishaya’ and creates
bondage. Similarly, the human mind, which
finds fault in the ‘'vishaya' continuously,
frees itself from the shackles of ‘vishaya’
and creates emancipation (from birth and
death, joy or sorrow, etc.).” Hence the
antahkarana (mind-stuff) which is free from
‘vishaya’ and desires undergoes liberation.
Hence, people like you desirous of
liberation, should always endeavour to keep
the mind immune to desires. When the mind
relinquishes all desires and becomes one
with the object of meditation in the heart
lotus, it becomes free from all resolves. It is
in this desireless and unoscillating state that
the mind fixes on the kutastha and achieves
the beatitude of liberation.
...to be continued
(Excerpts from Sri Kalikananda
Abadhoot's "Satya-Darshan" in Bengali)
-Translated into English by
Her Blessed Child Dr Barun Dutta

\

rlf you really want to judge the character of a man, look not at his great performances.‘
Every fool may become a hero at one time or another. Watch a man do his most common
actions; those are indeed the things which will tell you the real character of a great man.
Great occasions rouse even the lowest of human beings to some kind of greatness, but he
alone is the really great man whose character is great always, the same wherever he be.

—Swami Vivekananda )
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Gems From the Garland of Letters
[Letters of Bhagwan Kishori Mohan]

(31)
Similarly, the Vedas have prescribed Paramatma is ultimately the one and only
numerous  procedural  streams  towards goal and object of contemplation for all

receiving Brahma-vidya. Although, different
meditative procedures have been suggested
according to distinctions in the preferences
and contemplative capacities of individual
seekers, the ultimate objective of all such
vidyas (practices) is the attainment of the
Brahman. Love and harmony among
different spiritual communities should be
maintained by comprehending that all forms
of spiritual practices is eventually the
meditative contemplation of the One and
Absolute Brahman.
The Gita’s maxims express thus,
Aham hi sarva-yajnanam
bhokta cha prabhur-eva cha
Na tu mam-abhijananti
Tattwenatas-cyavanti te.
Meaning: The Paramatma is the enjoyer
and the ultimate object of sacrifice. Failure
in the recognition of this reality leads to
disgrace and deviation from the path of
Truth.
The Mahimna-stava says,
Riju-kutila nana-patha jushang-
nrinameko-gamyastwamasi
payasam-arnava iva.
Meaning: Just as the rivers traversing
different paths ultimately enters the ocean,
seekers following varied paths to realization,
whether straight and twisted (depending on
temperament and preference), ultimately
reach and converge in the Paramatma alone.
Although this verse is dedicated to Lord
Shiva, here, the word-fragment twang (you)
refers to the Universal Consciousness
Brahman. It is impossible for this word-
fragment twang to have petty sectarian
implications. ~ This  is  because,  the

Hiranyagarbha a Volume 12 No. 2 15" July, 2019

spiritual aspirants.
This is no harm even
when this One
Universal God  is
contemplated upon
through distinct names
and forms.
Irrespective of
whichever deity is |
worshipped, it [
essentially  converges
down to the revered ®
contemplation of the
Consciousness, when
conducted by ascribing Brahmic
qualifications on to the deity. Therefore, this
superficially perceived distinction between
the contemplation of Brahman and the
worship any other deity, do not exist in
reality.  This  generic  phenomenon  is
observed everywhere and is similar to how
the worship of Lord Vishnu  gets
accomplished when qualifications associated
with Lord Vishnu are attributed to the
‘Shalgrama’ stone. As the spiritual aspirant
progresses into higher realms of meditative
contemplation, the seeker begins to realize
the essential oneness among the multitude of
distinctive forms—the perception of
differences in forms and qualities only exists
at the lower stages and withers as the
consciousness is refined, at higher levels.
Within the divine invocation prayer
(mangalacharan) at the commencement of
his  commentary on  Srimadbhagavat,
Sridhar Swami has written, “Hari-harau
ekatmanau.” This phrase has been used to
indicate the essential oneness of the Lords
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Hari  and  Hara in  their  Atmic
manifestations. The more discriminatory
your attitude, the more will you diverge
away from Brahmic consciousness. All sects
should get together and sing the glory of the
name and divine qualities of Lord Hari. The
Srimadbhagavat  says,
“Kalau tad-Hari kirtanat”

This highlights the following idea
spiritual accomplishments that are attained
only through immensely stern austerities and
harsh penance in the other yugas, may be
achieved only by praying and singing in
praise of Lord Hari, in the Kaliyuga.
Therefore everybody, irrespective of their
sectarian differences, should unite sing the
glory of Lord Hari. This will also have the
effect of eradicating the animosity among
different spiritual sects.

The lack of devotion and surrender on
God is the primary cause of distress in the
Indian landmass. However, such devotion
and surrender on God is in the very innate
nature of India, and hence, the key towards
the end of distress and the return of
happiness, lies in the revival of this devotion
and surrender. The entire world is essentially
one and same in its soul, spirit and flow of
existence. Peace may be established on this
earth if the people of this world realize this

fundamental philosophy and accordingly
progress by adopting suitable ethics and
measures. May the benevolent grace of God
bring peace by ceasing wars and murders,
oppression of the weak by the powerful and
baseless wasteful expenditure.

May the emperor enact as a
representative of God, ruling and protecting
citizens as his own children. Likewise, may
the citizens treat the emperor as their own
parent and bear as favorable attitude towards
him. May warfare and conflicts be
eradicated; may peace be established
everywhere on earth. May the Vedic
proclamation,  “Ekamevadwitiyam”  (there
exists the One and only One Almighty,
without a second) be spread all over the
world.

May all forms of quarrel, disputes,
conflicts, battles, murders and oppression be
eradicated. May “FEkamevadwitiyam”, the
very essence of the Vedas, be echoed
everywhere. May the world lift its face
towards enlightenment and attain  the
Spiritual vision. May the world become a
collection of peacefully coexisting states.
May the people realize the essential spiritual
unity among themselves and progress
together in the path of liberation.

...to be continued
—Her blessed child, Sri Arnab Sarkar

\.

4 However powerful be the attraction for the Pleasant, there is in man's nature a latent
attraction for the Good. So, man has to control his quest for desires and wealth by the
rule of Dharma (the higher law of life). In the Upanishads, we find mention of many
trunks or pillars of Dharma such as Brahmacharya (Celibacy, Chastity), Adhyayana
(Study), Tapas (Askesis), Yagna (Sacrifice) and Dana (Charity). By the practice of
such disciplines, discrimination and self-awareness increases, which differentiates him
from the animal. When self-awareness is strong, the witness consciousness, the spirit of
detachment grows in the depths of the inner being, which makes a man, a voyager or
a pilgrim of Immortality, a Seeker of Liberation. Momentum for action then changes
direction towards quietude or introversion. Aspiration for True Knowledge arises in
the Heart of a novice — one who knows not (Nachiketa).

“

—Sri Anirvan

Y
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Biography of Manicklal Dutta

[A disciple of Mahavatar Sri Sri Babaji Maharaj]
(10)

Leaving Bhutnath babu’s house, ancestral
business, Sir Hebert Homewood and reli-
gious talks:

After initiation, the whole series of the

incidents of his life cropped up in the
memory of Manicklal. His inner
consciousness always realised the
indications

of his worshipful gurudev. It

1] seems that these
{ were the results
{ of the elevation
at the vertex of
his head akin to
i\ a shivalinga,
which arose as
a  consequence
of gurudev’s
divine touch. At gurudev’s instruction,
Manicklal asked humble permission from
Bhutnathbabu for returning to his home.
Bhutnathbabu became very dejected and
aggrieved at this. The loving Bhutnathbabau
humbly requested Manicklal to withdraw the
proposal and moreover he also suggested to
dedicate half of his movable property to
him. But Manicklal was firm in his resolve.
Bhutnathbabu, being as aspirant, came to
feel that his days are numbered, hence said
to Manicklal, “I will die if you leave.”
Manicklal was put to a dilemma between the
earnest request of a spiritual seeker on one
side and the inner order of his guru on the
other, thus he was puzzled about his duty.
But truth is very harsh and merciless. As
Girish Ghosh puts it, ‘the stern Hari’. The
activities of one who is surrendered to Hari
follows His activity. At last, Manicklal left
Bhutnathbabu’s house with a broken heart
and returned to his home at Chinsurah. The
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intensely distressed Bhutnathbabu left his
mortal coil soon at this separation.

Manicklal came back to his ancestral
home at Chinsurah. He was principally
gripped by the thought that he had to fetch
some job to meet his domestic expenses as
he was the eldest son of his mother.
Specially as his father Shyamacharan was
indifferent to his family and devoted
majority of his time in the company of
saints, the family became financially
crippled. The other brothers were all minor
then. While his stay at Kanu junction,
Manicklal became intimately acquainted
with an anglo-Indian station master Mr.
Turner. Mr. Turner was childless and he
used to be deeply infatuated by the spiritual
mind of Manicklal, whom he looked as his
son. In those days, there was a deficiency of
conveyance for the transportation of
materials in the Dhanbad Jharia area. Mr.
Turner was keen in starting a transportation
business there along with Manicklal. But he
had four more years for his retirement and
thus delay in materialisation of his wish. So
Manicklal temporarily joined as a booking
clerk at Tarakeswar railway station at the
recommendation of Mr. Turner. But he had
to discontinue this work within a few days.
Satish Pandey (Giri), who was a group D
staff in the railway in his early life was the
chief mohant at Tarakeswar temple at that
time. The pilgrims who went to see the
Tarakeswar idol were very much terrorised
by the the hateful attitude and inhuman
behaviour of the mahant. On receiving
orders from gurudev to leave that place,
Manicklal resigned the job and came to
Kolkata.
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At Kolkata, Manicklal took the resolve of
engaging himself in his grandfather’s
business. But Manicklal didn’t have the
knowledge of a jeweller, nor the financial
ability to carry on the business of gems and
precious stones. Moreover, Manicklal also
didn’t have the acquaintance with that strata
of people, like raja, maharaja and the rich
who had maximum interest in the type of
business materials. Finding no other option,
he took refuge with Raja Badridas a friend
of his grandfather and begged for his advice
and help to start the business of his
grandfather again. Raja Badridas convinced
Manicklal about his advent to Kolkata for
search of prosperity, his acquaintance with
Kalicharan, the grandfather of Manicklal,
Kalicharan’s slow establishment in business
and his familiarity with the raja, maharaja
and the rich people of his country and the
distinguished customers of abroad. Raja
Badridas also expressed his earnest disgust
and lamentation over Kalicharan’s sudden
disappearance and the consequent miserable
failure of his well established business. On
the appeal of Manicklal, he shared the
address of few  customers of  his
grandfather’s business to him and asked him
to carry on the business on commission
basis by giving him precious gems and
jewellery from his own stock. He also
advised Manicklal to adopt great caution and
alertness in the business of precious stones
and gems. With immense gratitude to Raja
Badridas, Manicklal took a room with mud
floor in Benetola area of Kolkata in rent of
monthly twelve annas in order to participate
in the business as encouraged by Badridas.
Manicklal had to engage himself in
procuring money to fetch his domestic
expenses no doubt, but in the midst of
activities and during free time he never
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refrained from the thoughts of his worshipful
guruji.

Manicklal started visiting the houses and
palaces of the raja-maharajas with the
diamond and jewels received from
Badridas, from whom he also received their
addresses. In order that the queens and the
princess, residing in the secluded inner
compartments of the palaces, may choose
these precious jewels and be-jewelled
ornaments, Manicklal had to handover the
same to the dewans or responsible officials
on the basis of verbal commitments.
Manicklal had to pass sleepless nights for
fear of  defalcation. Such incidents,
however, did not happen due to the grace of
the guru but a small portion of the
ornaments were purchased and thus the
amount of commission that he received was
too less which was absolutely insufficient to
cater to his domestic needs. Manicklal’s
father, who was extremely fond of the
company of the saints, occasionally
returned to his house from the ashrams and
sometime even stayed with his son at night
at the house at Benatolla at opportune
moments. He noticed that this house at
Benatolla was possessed by the spirits. Very
often there were knocks at the door but
when the door was opened nobody would
be wvisible. As the door was closed,
knocking started again. It is heard that the
inauspicious influence of the spirits on
Manicklal’s room was exonerated with the
help of mantra chanting by his father.
Manicklal, however was unaware of these
things as he was always absorbed in divine
feelings and thoughts.

...to be continued

—Sri Ardhendu Sekhar
Chattopadhyay

Translated into English

by Her Blessed Child Dr Barun Dutta
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Sri Sri Saroj Baba as Spiritual Supremo

(64)

I (Sri Pradip Chattopadhyay, Shibpur,
Howrah) was studying Cost Accountancy
then. I was posted at Anantapur, Howrah.
That branch was located on the bank of the
river Rupnarayan, near Siddheswari Cotton
mills. I had ICWA
(intermediate)
exams after one
month, hence 1
applied for a leave
of ten days in the

office. Then I
went to Gurudev
(Sri Sri Saroj

Baba) for  his
blessing. Gurudev said, “Pradip, get your
leave cancelled. You will be unsuccessful in
this exam.” As the arrangement of the leave
was finalised, 1 didn’t apply for its
cancellation. As wusual, I went with my
preparation. That was the introductory year
for the Computer System in the exams in
which I had no idea. Though the instructors
showed the process of computer use in the
exam hall, I became nervous and though I
fared well in the exams, I failed due to the
negative marking.

(65)

The headmaster of the Higher secondary
school where 1 (Sri Pradip Chattopadhyay)
read was a very responsible and strict man.
He used to stay near our Guru maharajji’s
(Sri Sri Saroj Baba) residence and was his
friend. He was called by the name Tulada.
The elder brother of Tulada was also a
teacher in the same school. I was talking of
the time when the elder brother of Tulada
had already retired from his service and was
suffering much from health problem.
Everybody in his house were worried. One
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day Gurudev said, ‘“Pradip, Tula’s elder
brother will leave this world within a day or
two.” Truly, the elder brother of Tulada
expired within two days. After a few days,
when this was said to master mahashay, he
said, ‘“Pradip, your Gurudev could spell the
time of his departure correctly which the
doctors couldn’t. This is possible only for a
rishi who has transcended time.”

(66)
After a few months of coming to
Gurudev’s (Sri Saroj Baba) house, my

mother once invited Gurudev to place his
lotus feet in our house. Gurudev said, “Ma,
I will visit your house on next sunday at 8
am.” My mother asked how could he visit
our house as he was not familiar with the
location of our house. Baba said, “Maa, I
will definitely find it out.” We were greatly
elated at this news. On the specified day,
my mother decorated the walking path of
Baba with flowers and sandal. Time rolled
on, it was almost 9 am but Baba didn’t
come and my mother became restless. At 9
am, four guru-brothers came to our house
from Baba’s house on cycle, they were
Bapida, Ashimda, Mithun and Dr Anjan.
My mother asked them, “When will he
come.” They said, “Baba will not come, he
has sent us and said us that Pradip’s house
is east facing and the big front door is green
in colour. As you enter the door, you will
find the path is punctuated by sandal marks
and decorated by white and pink flowers.
After some distance, you can see that the
decorated path turns to the north, then to the
east and finally leads inside a room. Inside
you will find asana for puja facing east and
an illuminated lamp on lamp-stand. There is
a bell metal plate with a variety of flowers.”

Though my guru-brothers said so many
fegelyors / fexoamsd
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things, nothing seem to have entered into the
ears of my mother. Initially my mother
became angry and then she started crying.
My gurubrothers started explaining her, “Ma,
don’t be overwhelmed, Baba is sitting on the
asana in his astral form.” Ma said, “These are
all your useless talks, I don’t believe it.”

Now regarding Baba, he used to often
remain in divine ecstasy as we have seen in
Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Baba was
absorbed in a state of ecstatic bliss as he
always visualised the divine play of Adya
mahashakti in this world. One day, Baba
came out of his house without sleepers and
he wished go to Bablada’s house. Baba’s
house is in Baksara and Bablada stayed a
little far away at Ramrajatala. The condition
of the road was very bad, the surface was
broken giving rise to numerous potholes on
it. Baba easily walked on it. When asked
Baba replied, “Maa Adyashakti Durga
herself put a soft slip sheet on the road. I
walked happily on it and came here.”

I sometimes feel that I do not have the
basic intellect or knowledge even like a boy
of class IV or class V but still I receive
unending grace of Guru Maharaj and Sree
Sree Maa.

(67)

These are the quotes of Sri Sri Saroj
Baba, written by an advanced kriyaban, who
doesn’t want to disclose his name.

1) Once during kriya initiation, there was
deficient flowers and garland, for which

Sri Sri Baba said, “What is the use of
physical garland, bloom the flowers
inside you and then offer it to the Guru.

2) Kriya is an all time protective armour.

3) If you are supposed to traverse a distance
of 300 kms, then you have to cross the
distance alone. I will not do anything for
you. But I will be beside you so that you
don’t understand how you clasped your
friend’s hand and crossed the distance.

4) Bloom your flowers and the bees will be
attracted to you, you need not go
anywhere.

5) The Atma-narayan within an individual
forgives all his vices but doesn’t forgive
egotism that stems from the vices of the
sense-organs.

6) However high the kite may fly, the thread
and the reel are in my hand, the colour of
the kite can be changed at will.

7) One who has tasted the ghee (clarified
butter) of my shop, has to come to my
shop only.

8) Although my Guru visits a wine-shop,
even then my Guru is Nityananda Roy.
9) I need to have beef daily (not the physical
beef). The significance of the statement
needs to be studied from a Guru, as it is a
secret knowledge possessed by a spiritual

guide.
...to be continued
-Sri Pradip Chattopadhyay, Shibpur
-Translated into English by
Her Blessed Child Dr Barun Dutta

f Lord Rama gave Hanuman a quizzical look and said, “What are you, a monkey 01N
a man?” Hanuman bowed his head reverently, folded his hands and said, “When I do
not know who I am, I serve You and when I do know who I am, You and I are One.
Faith is that which dispels desire, Devotion is that which generates knowledge. And
Vedas say that knowledge is that which fashions freedom.
I call him Rama. You can call him by any other name but have faith in him,
surrender all worldly desires and passions to his will and without effort, become

glisciplined and principled.

—Goswami Sri Sri Tulsiday
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Unmesh
[Soul's Blooming - Part VI]
Sree Sree Maa Sharbani
Makar Sankranti (14/01/09)

Discourse by Sree Sree Maa...

Self-Realized Mahatmas look upon all beings with an impartial eye. However, what
general people understand by impartiality is not what the realized Mahatmas mean.
Mahatmas look at all living beings in the
universe as the expression of the same
supreme consciousness; hence they are termed as
having an equanimous view, referred to as
“Samadrishti’ — literally meaning with the seeing
equally everywhere — of the omnipresently
resident conscious soul. In a self realized state one
feels the expression of the same supreme entity in
everything; but in worldly affairs and interactions
between human beings, living entities are attached
to their egos leading to variability of personality
and nature. Such human beings are unable to
perform their karma with an impartial view or with
equanimity. Karma s driven by the individual’s
inner traits; hence the individual who possess
the respective expertise in that particular field can
perform  the  required activity. Was it possible
for any other person to replicate the karma done
by Swami Vivekananda? Why did Thakur Sri
Ramakrishna select Naren amongst all his disciples? Thakur selected Naren as the ‘leader’ of
his sanyasi sons, as Naren was best suited for the necessary karma. Again, in the absence of
Naren, it would not have happened without ‘Sree Maa’. Therefore, ‘Sree Maa’ later
accepted the leadership silently but remained in the background. However the Almighty is
“all merciful” keeping an equal eye for the genuine disciple.

A being’s nature is governed by the variable expressions of the three Gunas, namely
Satwa, Rajas and Tamas. The individual’s consciousness is expressed based on the
respective nature of each being. For this reason, the development of the spiritual seed sowed
by the Sadguru is not same in every individual. It is true that the Sadguru transfers equal
energy in all disciples whilst sowing the seed of inner consciousness. However, due to
variability within each individual adhara (vessel of the self), there is heterogeneity in
expression and flowering of the seed of self-consciousness sowed by the Sadguru. During
sadhana one achieves equilibrium of the three Gunas, but when does this happen? Once the
Yogi achieves cessation (Nivritti) of all instincts (Pravritti) emanating from desire, then
owing to equilibrium of all three Gunas, the stillness enables the individual to express the
latent underlying divine qualities (divya samskara). That means equilibrium of three Gunas
is achieved when there is cessation (Nivritti) of thought-action instincts (Pravitti). It is then
that the topics related to the all-pervading consciousness spontaneously expresses itself from

Hiranyagarbha = Volume 12 No. 2 15" July, 2019 54 fZepars/ fetoamy



Hiranyagarbha Vol. 12No.2-55 21.05.13

within the Sadhaka. At this stage all individual Sadhakas become aware of the equanimous
nature of the Sadguru, perceives and experiences the compassion bestowed by the Sadguru.
...to be continued

—Translated into English by Her Blessed Child Dr Durgesh Chakrabarty

The description of Brahman: “Not this, not this” (Neti, Neti); for there is no other and
more appropriate description than this “Not this.” Now the designation of Brahman:

“The Truth of truth”; The vital breath is truth and It (Brahman) is the Truth of that.

—Brihadaranyaka Upanishad

News in Brief

15™ April - On the occasion of the Bengali
New Year, a lot of devotees visited the
Ashram. Sree Sree Maa Sung a few enchant-
ing bhajans which enthralled the devotees
present. The Bengali book ‘Taposiddha’ and
the previous issue of Hiranyagarbha was re-
leased.

18™ May - On the occasion of Buddha
Purnima and Sri Sri Babaji Maharaj’s statue
installation anniversary, bhog was offered in
the Ashram. In the evening Sree Sree Maa gave
a short and profound discourse on Kriya Yoga.
Like every year, a spiritual question-answer
session was conducted by our guru-brother Dr.
Barun Dutta. . The Hindi book ‘Sree Sree Maa’
(Hindi translation of Sree Sree Maa’s biogra-
phy) was released.

16™ June — On the auspicious day of Sri
Sri Jagannathdev’s snan yatra, anniversary of
the earthly sojourn of Sree Sree Maa was cel-
ebrated. In the afternoon, devotees received

prasad. Bhajans were presented by our Guru-
brothers and sisters in the evening. The beau-
tiful collection of old Bengali songs was pre-
sented by Smt. Laboni Lahiri. At the end, Sree
Sree Maa gave important advice to the devo-
tees on, ‘leading life — the spiritual way’.

the ‘Adhyatmik Sabha’ was organized at the
Ashram premises. In this session, our Guru-
brother Dr. Barun Dutta continued his dis-
course on the Kathopanishad.

Forthcoming Events

Spiritual Discourse by Sree Sree Maa: 18"
August, Sunday, at 11 am in the morning.
Janmastami: 24" August, Saturday, 7 p.m

Spiritual Congregation: 22" September,
Sunday at 7 p.m
Mahalaya: 28" September, Saturday

Navaratri Durga Puja: 29" September to 8"
October

3 QOct. (Panchami): Evening Programme
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5% Oct. (Saptami): Evening Programme

6" Oct. (Ashtami) : Food distribution in the
afternoon on the occasion of Lahiri
Mahasaya’s death anniversary.

7" Oct. (Navami) Mahaprasad of Sree
Durga Devi to be distributed in the after-
noon.

Kojagari Laxmi Puja: 13" October, Sun-
day
fzgeors fetuamy
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Subscription for Hiranyagarbha

Hiranyagarbha is a quarterly journal. The subscription fee for the journal in case of hand collection is
Rs. 80.00 and for postal delivery is Rs. 100.00 per year (within India). Subscription forms may be
obtained at the Ashram premises or by emailing to akhanda.mahapeeth@gmail.com. For information
and help, contact Sri Arnab Sarkar (Mob. 094748-96776), Smt. Keya Chakraborty (Mob. 094324-
56831), Sri Mohit Shukla (Mob. 094321-70365); Website : www.akhanda-mahapeeth.org.
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