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As the earth slumbers, enveloped in the blanket of mist, and dew drops keep
falling imperceptibly on the leaves of trees and blades of grass, one can hear the
jingling bells of the churches chiming in unison to usher in the New Year. It is the time
when we invoke the blessings of the Lord every year to rejuvenate ourselves with
renewed energy and take a vow to immerse ourselves in noble thoughts and deeds,
transcending our mental shortcomings.

It is also the month when we prepare ourselves to celebrate with piety and verve
the auspicious occasion of the enthronement of Guru Maharajas in our Ashram. We
look forward to immerse ourselves in the spiritual bliss and offer our homage to Their
golden feet to beseech their blessings and compassion in our spiritual pursuits.

We feel blessed to dedicate this edition of Hiranyagarbha in the divine memory of
Bhagwan Parashurama, the great saint, the immortal persona, who has graced the
world through the ages by his haloed presence. He is an Avesh-avatar, the divine
manifestation of God Almighty, an incarnation of Lord Vishnu. In philosophical
connotation, the word “Parashurama” means the “halo of spiritual attainment of the
soul”. Blessed by Lord Shiva to be an immortal, his divine presence can still be
perceived in “Jnangunj”, the ethereal Himalayan abode of saints and savants.

On the auspicious occasion of Poush Sankranti, let us pray to the lotus feet of
Sree Sree Sharbani Maa and all Guru Maharajas to help us shed our mental
imperfections on way to our spiritual journey in our life ahead.

®%%  Om Jai Jagadisha Harey **%%
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Bhagwan Parashurama - Immortal Avatar
Sree Sree Maa Sharbani

Avatars are many, from part to whole,
Uniquely manifesting the supreme soul;

Bhagwan Parashurama - aveshavatar,
Divine power emanates from his aadhar.
The Garga Samhita has categorized

avatars (incarnations of the supreme divine)
into six groups. The first is the angshansha
(divine sub-part) group with rishis like
Marichi and others. Those who have
attained Brahmarshi-Godhood are
considered  angsha-avatars  (or  partial
incarnations). Sage Kapila, Kurma and
others are kala-avatars (or divine-quality-
expressed forms) and Parashurama is an
aveshavatar (divinely endowed
manifestation in whom the supreme force
descends). Nrisingha or Narasimha, Rama
(son of Dasaratha), Nara-Narayana et al are
purna (or whole) avatars while Sri Krishna
is the paripurnatama (complete in all
respects) avatar form. Whatever be the
category, the Supreme Being’s full power
expresses through every incarnated form.
Highly qualified sages of Brahmarshi and
Maharshi level, on their path of divine yogic
union, descend on the earth in avatar forms
as per will of the supreme. Fully realized
great souls are able to perceive this through
their  truth-illuminated vision. Bhagwan
Parashurama is one such unique avatar
personality.
Bhrigu-son Richik seeks
Satyavati as bride,
A thousand rare horses
he has to provide;
An ancestral tradition
her father Gadhi says,
With Varuna’s help,
this dowry Richik pays.
King Kushanav had a son named Kushik.
Kushik performed penance and received as
blessings a son called Gadhi, who bore the
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qualities of Indra, the king of the Gods.
Gadhi was blessed with a beautiful daughter
named Satyavati. On the other side, when
Maharshi Bhrigu’s son Richik proposed to
marry  Satyavati, Gadhi responded by
saying, “O Richik, you are highly endowed
with spiritual prowess. In our family, there is
an ancestral tradition of receiving as gift one
thousand horses,
each shining as the
moon, having light
dark  complexioned
exterior but blood
red interior, with one
black ear. Though I
wish to give my
daughter to you, I
am in a fix regarding

breaking this
tradition. Yet I
cannot ask you for it.
Hearing such a
condition, Richik

went to the Varuna,
lord of the waters,

Bhagwan Parashurama

who provided the
same and  thereafter  Richik  married
Satyavati.

Satyavati gets a boon

from Richik’s father,
She asks for sons

for self and her mother;
Concoctions are switched

by quirk of fate,
A warrior-sage is born

a generation late.

Once Sage Bhrigu visited the ashram
(hermitage) of Richik. He was reverentially
received by his son and daughter-in-law.
Bhrigu was pleased with their service and
asked Satyavati to seek a boon. Satyavati
requested for a son for herself and one more
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for her mother. Rishi Bhrigu prepared a
special concoction for each of them and
advised as follows: - “You and your mother
drink these embracing audumbar (fig) and
ashvattha (wood apple) trees, respectively.”
However, mother and daughter by mistake
exchanged the process. Noticing this
through his yogic power, Maharshi Bhrigu
told them, “Since you have done the
opposite of what I asked, you (wife of a
Brahmin) will give birth to son who has the
character of a Kshatriya while your mother
(a Kshatriya queen) will beget a son who has
the qualities of a Brahmin.” Hearing this,
Satyavati pleaded, “Please do not let my son
be this natured. Let it be for my grandson.”
“So be it!” exclaimed Bhrigu and departed.
Satyavati gave birth to a son who was
named Jamadagni. Jamadagni studied the
scriptures and excelled many a sages in his
attainments. He then requested for the hand
of Renuka, daughter of King Prasenjit, as his
wife. After marriage, Renuka and Jamadagni
had five sons, namely Rumnvan, Sushen,
Vasu, Vishwavasu and Parashurama.
Parashu-Rama — holy axe of the soul,
Takes every being towards the goal;
Powered by knowledge-fire of the atma,
Sanat Kumara descends as Parashurama.
‘Parashu’ is the weapon of dharma-yagna
(righteous sacrifice) and ‘Rama’ is Atma-
Narayana (divine-soul-being). Atma-yagna
(ritual of purification by the fire-power of
the soul) is the real dharma-yagna. It
destroys all impurities. The axe is used to
gather fire-wood for the yagna. It is
therefore a very holy instrument. The fire
(chid-agni) of the soul-consciousness (atma-
chaitanya) is  wisdom-fire  (gyan-agni)
through which the light of pristine eternal
truth emanates. Thus ‘Parashurama’
symbolizes the fire-power of knowledge as
described in the scriptures. According to the
Bhagwata Purana, Bhagwan Parashurama is
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the sixteenth avatar of Lord Narayana.
Through the light of self-knowledge, one
can see Bhagwan Parashurama’s avatarhood
as the attainment of ‘Jagannatha’ stage of
the illustrious sage Bhagwan Sanat Kumara,
depicting the power of the ‘Lord Balarama’
form therein — a divine expression of a sage
in his journey towards manifestation of the
fundamentals of universal Godhood. Thus
he is an avesha-avatar or one endowed with
the force of divine power.

Renuka falls prey to a momentary sway,
On father’s order, he takes her life away;

A pleased Sadguru offers many a boon,
His lost mother Rama gets back very soon.

Once, while the sons of Maharshi
Jamadagni were away in the forest to collect
fruits and other items, his wife Renuka went
to take a bath in the river. While returning
from her bath along the river bank, Renuka
came across King Chitrarath playfully
engaged in water games with his wives. On
seeing the extremely handsome king,
Renuka, all of a sudden, became deeply
attracted to him. She returned home
engrossed in his thought. Gauging her mind,
Mabharshi Jamadagni was furious and began
to severely castigate her. Amidst this
situation their four sons (other than
Parashurama) returned from the woods.
Jamadagni instructed them to kill their
mother, but due to their fond emotional
attachment to her, each of the four declined.
Maharshi cursed them for disobeying his
order. Thereafter when the youngest son
returned, his father repeated his command to
Parashurama, who immediately lifted his axe
and beheaded his mother. Now Jamadagni’s
anger subsided. Pleased with his son, he
said, “Rama, you have performed an
extremely difficult task. Therefore ask for as
many boons as you want.” The son then
prayed to his Sadguru (Divine Master) father
to bring his mother back to life, ensure that
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she does not remember this incident, wiping
away of his own sin of killing his mother
and lifting of the curse on his brothers. He
also requested that he remains undefeated in
contest and has a long life himself. His
contented father blessed him with every one
of them.
Having resolute faith,
freedom from illusion,
Gives every impossible
a wonder solution.

Avatar souls display unique
characteristics. Due to the ingrained divine
power of spiritual accomplishments of many
past lives, Parashurama was born free of
maya (worldly illusion). That is why his
resolute faith in the decision of his Sadguru
father made him perform the instructed task
unwaveringly. One who is firm on the seat
of faith in the supreme, always remains
connected with  Sadguru, the divinely
ordained master. Satisfying the Sadguru can
result in blessings that make the impossible
become possible. Thus we see his mother
Renuka get her life back and his brothers get
a fresh opportunity to continue their yogic
pursuits free from the trappings of a deadly
parental curse.

For penance,

to the Himalayas he ascends,
On return,

with him Brahmaputra descends.

Thereafter, in order to cleanse himself of
the sin of slaying his mother, on the advice
of his father, Parashurama placed himself in
a remote location between Mount Kailasa in
the north and Mount Gandhamadhan in the
south, bathed in Lake Brahmaputra and
began arduous tapasya (spiritual penance).
After realizing the auspiciousness of the
waters of the lake though regular bath and
consumption, he then used his axe to chart
the path of river Brahmaputra to the plains,
for the benefit of the world and its people.
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The divine kamadhenu
is stolen by a king,
Parashurama retrieves it
with his axe-sting;
When Jamadagni is killed
in an act of revenge,
The Kshatriya race
is destroyed with vengeance.
Once the mighty Haihaya  king
Kartavirya-Arjuna and his team came to
Maharshi Jamadagni’s ashram (hermitage)
during the course of their hunting games in
the forest. The sage then gave the king and
his whole entourage a fabulous reception by
refreshing them with the offerings of his
kamadhenu (wish-fulfilling cow). The king,
craving for this magical cow, took away (by
force) the calf of the milch cow for sacred
oblations (homadhenu). He also cut off the
trees of the ashram destroying its serene
beauty, cruelly tortured Jamadagni and
returned to  his  capital = Mahishmati.
Parashurama was away when this disaster
happened. On returning and hearing
everything from his father, he became
enraged. He then challenged Kartavirya-
Arjuna in battle, defeated and dismembered
the erstwhile undefeated haughty monarch.
The sons of the king, in order to take
revenge, entered the hermitage of Jamadagni
when his sons were away and fiercely beat
the saintly sage engaged in tapasya to death.
Parashurama, on getting the details and
physically examining the state of affairs, first
completed the last rites of his father. He then
went to Mahishmati and decimated all the
sons of Kartavirya, following it up by
destroying all his Kshatriya allies. In this
manner he wiped off the Kshatriya race
twenty-one times. Afterwards to expiate
himself, he performed offerings to ancestors
and divine entities in five pilgrimages.
Finally he performed the Ashwamedha
Yagna (Victorious Horse Sacrifice) and on
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successful completion offered his whole
conquest of the earth to Sage Kashyapa. On
advice of the august sage, Parashurama went
westwards to live on the shores of the sea.
The pious he protects and defends,
Evil and unjust meet a deadly ends.
The role of Bhagwan Parashurama in
fighting injustice, defeating evil and
safeguarding the pious is exemplified by the
above aspect of his life’s leela (play).
Almost all sages of the Bhrigu clan had
mastery over weapons and the art of
warfare. In the Ramayana we find that the
Lord Sri Hari-sanctified bow wused by
Parashurama to destroy twenty-one
generations of Kshatriyas was inherited by
him from his father. He, like his father, was
considered the greatest archer of his times.
As mentioned earlier he is the sixteenth
avatar of Bhagwan Sri Narayan according to
the Bhagawata. In this context, the illustrious
poet Sri Jayadeva Goswami in his famous
Dasavatara Strotra wrote:
kshatriya-rudhira-maye
jagad-apagata-papam
snapayasi payasi
samita-bhava-tapam
dhrita-bhrigupati-rupa
java jagadisa hare

kesava

[O Kesava, assuming the form of
Parashurama  (of Bhrigu descent), by
bathing the earth in the vrivers of vile

Kshatriya blood, you have cleansed the
world of demoniac sins and cooled the
planet from the heated burden of evil. May
you be ever victorious O Lord of the world]
He makes a pilgrimage to Mount Kailasa,
And comes to blows with Lord Ganesha;
An unforgettable divine play takes place,
He attains divinity with Ekadanta’s grace.
After completing his designated task of
eliminating  the  Kshatriyas, Bhagwan
Parashurama made a journey to Mount
Kailasa to meet and pay his respects to his

Hiranyagarbha a Volume 12 No. 4 15" January, 2020 50

Shiva-Guru, Lord Shiva, Mata Shivani and
their Narayana-like children Kartikeya and
Ganesha. As he was entering the abode of
Lord Shiva, Ganesha was at the gate
guarding the entrance. Since Lord Shiva was
resting, Ganesha did not allow Parashurama
to enter at that moment. An angry rebuffed
Parashurama struck Ganesha with his axe,
due to which one tooth of Ganesha broke.
This  fight between Parashurama and
Krishna-like Ganesha was an enactment of a
divine play destined by God through which
Parambrahman-alike Ganesha received the
name ‘Ekadanta’. ‘Eka’ denotes ‘principal’
or ‘main’ and ‘Danta’ symbolizes ‘striking
force’ or ‘bal’ (meaning power / strength).
One who has acquired the highest powers of
yoga-attainment (siddhi) is given the title
‘Ekadanta’. During his duel with
Parashurama, knowing him to be a favourite
disciple of this father (Lord Shiva), instead
of striking him, Ganesha used his stupefying
powers to take Parashurama through a
journey of the eternal divine worlds of
Golaka and Vaikuntha and even got him to
receive a glimpse of the pristine-pure form
of the supreme lord, Sri Krishna. By this,
Parashurama’s past karmas (deeds) and their
consequences were wiped off. Lord
Mahadeva-gifted Parashu (Axe) was the
source of Parashurama’s superlative powers
that kept him unvanquished throughout.
Through this leela or divine play we get a
glimpse of the real forms of both these
divine personalities. The Brahma-Vaivarta
Purana has a detailed description of it.

In Treta when Sri Rama descends,

Parashurama’s public leela ends;

Behind the scenes he still remains,

As Guru of Gurus, many he trains.

In Treta-Yuga, during the Swayamvar
Sabha (Husband Selection Ceremony) of
Sita, on hearing of Sri Rama breaking his
Shiva-gifted bow in King Janaka’s palace,
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Parashurama came fuming in anger and
invited Sri Rama in a one-to-one contest. He
first gave Sri Rama his own bow and asked
him to string it. Sri Rama effortlessly tied it
and fixing an arrow to the empowered bow
asked, “Where shall I send the arrow?” He
then used the arrow to disarm Parashurama
of all his penance-acquired powers as well
as those won over in worldly conquests.
Through this, the very subtle ego of
Parashurama was crushed leaving the
underlying pristine purity of the soul’s self
to bloom without a veil. As his fury abated,
Bhagwan Parashurama was able to visualize
the true form of Sri Rama through his
wisdom-illuminated vision. He then receded
and moved on to the Himalayas re-
embarking on his penance and spiritual
endeavours. Through the grace of Lord
Mahadeva (Shiva), Bhagwan Parashurama
remains immortal. In the Mahabharata, he is
seen as the Supreme Divine Guru. He was
the weaponry Guru of Dronacharya, who in
turn was the teacher of the Pandavas and
Kauravas. Ever the willing donor, Bhagwan
Parashurama taught many including
Dronacharya, who received several divine
weapons and the knowledge of their usage
from the great immortal.
Kalki he guides to defeat
the vile and evil,
To restore Dharma
from hands of the devil.

Subsequently it is seen that Bhagwan
Kalki studied the Vedas under the tutelage
of Sri Parashurama. When Kalki asked what
he shall give in return for the teaching (as
Guru-dakshina), Parashurama replied, “Go
to the island of Singhal (Sri Lanka), accept
Vishnupriya as your wife and establish
Sanatan Dharma (Rule of the Ancient
Eternal Faith). March ahead victoriously;
defeat the vile rulers who have destroyed
dharma in Kali Yuga and the vice-ridden
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Buddhist preachers who have brought ill
repute to their religion. Thereafter you shall
install the righteous Devapi and Maru (son
of Srighra of the Ikshvaku lineage) as
monarchs.” Parashurama thus instructed a
Kalki Avatar on the establishment of
Dharma Rajya (Rule of Righteousness).
In mysterious Gyangunj
lives on Parashuram,
As the Supreme Master
Guru Sri Bhriguram.

In the deep recesses of the Himalayas, in
the sacred groves of the ever mysterious
Gyangunj, still reins the great master, the
immortal avatar soul Bhagwan Parashurama.
There he is revered as the Supreme
Acharya,’Bhriguram Swami’, well-known to
many as the Divine Yoga-Guru of Sri
Vishuddhananda Paramhansa.

To this great omnipresent personality, we
bow in reverence a million times.

Through time immemorial this great soul,
Has shown us the light, path and goal;
Taking many key roles, Sage Sanat Kumar,
Became Parashurama, Buddha, Mahavatar;

Holding the fort of Spiritual Knowledge,
As the World Teacher, age after age;
Lord Badrinarayana, Kapila to Patanjali,
Covering  Satya-Treta-Dwapara-Kali;

In every heart-mind his wisdom chimes,
His causeless grace strikes million times;
So that every sadhak’s every breath,
Seeks the divine from birth to death.

How fortunate are we to be in his fold,
He, whose glory cannot be fully told;
We pray to God to get a sacred seat,
At the base of his blessed lotus feet.

—Translated by her blessed child,
Prof. Partha Pratim Chakrabarti
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Unmesh
[Soul's Blooming - Part VII]
Sree Sree Maa Sharbani

Maghi Purnima (Dated: 09/02/09)

A disciple asked Sree Sree Maa, “Maa, all
sadhus and savants comment that unless you
become devoid of desires (nishkama), one
cannot attain God. How is it possible for us
to become desire-free?”

Sree Sree Maa: “Son, you need not
become fully nishkama (free of desires).
Live with your positive desires. Carry out
good works with uplifted desires of service -
perform Kriya
daily as given by
the Sadguru.
Worship God.
Dwell upon the
existence of God.
Love each other.
Keep a strict vigil
on your innate
demoniac instincts
so that they do not engulf you and drive you
towards wrong actions. If one remains in
association with true sadhus and savants,
performs spiritual practices, one can achieve
righteousness (dharma), prosperity (artha)
and aesthetic pleasure (kaam) amongst the
four objects of human pursuit. ‘Moksha’
(liberation) remains a distant goal. If one can
overcome worldly pleasures, the pathway to
‘Moksha’ begins to unfold. Accumulation of
good deeds ultimately leads to attainment of
worldly peace and happiness. How will this
world move forward if people do not have
desires? It is for you all that the flow of this
world still continues.

Plagued with pain and suffering, when
human beings lament in distraught and
ardently keep praying to God for relief, then
at times, God comes in the form of a devotee
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to save them. God in the form of this true
devotee is the ‘Sadguru’. To permanently
attain the kingdom of God and reside there,
one has to fervently proceed in this spiritual
pursuit. Through the performance of severe
austerities (fapasya) enriched by the power

of devotional love (bhakti) all worldly
desires that this universe has to offer
gradually  diminishes and  peels  off

completely. It is only then that the aspirant,
with divine grace, steps into the stage of
‘Brahma-Nirvana’ (immersion in Brahman)
and is chosen to become a permanent
resident in God’s kingdom of glory and
beatified elegance.

“Brahma-Nirvana”- is the ultimate stage
of ascended existence, the other name of
“Kaivalya” (existence in Singular Oneness).
Mahatmas of nityaloka (eternal divine
world) are akin to God. It is only they, who
can impart the state of “Kaivalya”. Nothing
is impossible for God. Through Divine grace

of the Lord, even birds and animals are
sometimes able to attain the state of
‘Kaivalya’. 1 have seen such in the ‘Nitya

Bhumi’ (realms of the eternal). Once, Prabhu
Jagatbandhu Sundar went off to sleep
reclining against a cow. The next day the
cow passed away. Prabhu remained
unperturbed. He disclosed to his associates
that the cow had attained ‘Nityadham’
(eternal abode). Through my own realization
I can confide with you that in ‘Nityaloka’ 1
have seen many cows adorned with
ornaments and jewelry; each one of them is
capable of communicating the subject of

Absolute  Knowledge  through  thought
waves. In many cases, when the Lord
fegelyors / fexoamsd
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descends on the earth to unfurl the divine
play, all those beings, manifest in human
forms and come down on this earth as
devotees where they also carry out spiritual
practices in the divine company of the Lord.
Subsequently those individual selves attain
everlasting God-like human forms and
remain eternally submerged in an immutable
state of divinity, perpetually engaged in the
service of the Lord.

It is my perception that, according to the
laws of creation, common living entities like
animals and birds remain surrendered to
nature in a desire-free state and therefore can
more easily reach the eternal world in the
auspicious presence of God and His august
company. In human beings, excitement of
instincts generates a variety of aspirational
desires, thereby delaying the process of
achieving the divine abode. This probably
occurs because the human thought process

lacks the innate straightforward simplicity
which is typically present in ordinary
animals.

Through severe penance (fapasya) a yogi
aspirant should first affix himself firmly to
the seat of ‘Sthita-prajna’ or unwavering
wisdom. Once he is able to plant himself on
that seat, the aspirant can carry on his
spiritual practices of dispassionate devotion
(nishkama bhakti-yoga). The yogi aspirant
obtains the path of devotion through the
light of his innate wisdom-fire (jnan-agni).
This fire of wisdom is the conscious-fire
(chit-agni) of self-awareness (astitva-bodh)
within an individual soul-self (atma satta).
When this wisdom-filled fire of soul-
consciousness illuminates the yogi’s heart,
then all samskaras or past instinct-
impressions within the yogi are burnt into
ash. When all the samskaras are enflamed
into ashes, only then within the yogi’s inner
sky of consciousness arises the radiant sun
of wisdom. In that effulgent light of the
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Wisdom-Sun sprouts Dhruva Jnana, or True
Eternal Knowledge, within the yogi’s heart
and if the yogi is able to remain unwavered
in this state, he reaches yogyuktavastha or a
unified yogic state and attains the stage of
being a Sthita-prajna.

The spiritual path of Brahmavidya in the
form of Kriya Yoga, paved by the revered
Sri Sri Shyamacharan Lahiri Baba involves
several spiritual practice techniques of
transcendental or Paravastha Kriya from its
third stage onwards including types like
“Thokkar” and “Granthi unfurling” Kriyas,
which are part of Laya-Yoga. When these
are practiced flawlessly, the prana or life-
force within the heart reaches equilibrium
and confluences with Parasamvita or supra-
consciousness and in this state, yogis
establish  themselves on  Dharana (or
concept-realization of Brahman) and then
delving into deep meditative state (Dhyana)
propel their inner-consciousness
successfully towards the Supreme Infinite. It
implies that the Yogi sadhaka at that point
of time moves from finite to infinite
consciousness and attains yuktavastha or a
unified yogic state. At that stage, the Yogi
stays in a kind of Samadhi or super-
conscious state of ‘Kevalam’ (One-in-Union
existence).Then, the flow of prana or life
force within the individual-self ceases
leaving behind the sole vibration of Supra-
consciousness  or Parasamvita. Thereupon
the feelings that emerge within the being are
all Dhruva or eternal. This is the matured
state of ‘Sthita-prajna’.

Within the realm of Maya, general
feelings of devotion may misdirect an
aspirant. Wisdom-permeated devotion leads
to the true path of ‘Bhakti-Yoga’.”

...to be continued
—Translated into English by
Dr Durgesh Chakrabarty,
Her Blessed Child
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Sri Sri Saroj Baba as Spiritual Supremo

The glorious achievement of ‘Dada’, the great yogi:
One of Baba’s disciples, who received kriya initiation, used to call Sri Sri Baba (Lahiri
Baba) as ‘Dada’. I narrate below a few incidents under the above heading, as described by

that sincere disciple — (72)

Once, I was having intense chest pain for about seven days
for which I did not seek any physician’s help or take any
medicine. The pain was on the increase everyday. One day, I was
compelled to send the elder son of my younger uncle to Dada. I
i told him to tell Dada about my miserable condition and also
-

L §°

' ; indicated the nickname by which Dada used to call me. My
/ ) 4 g brother returned and told me that he had expressed every detail to
}4’ = L W'y SN oy | my Gurudev. He said, “It is ok.” Next day, I was totally fit and as
iy, I went to Dada, he said to Nabada, “I was testing how much he
md could withstand.”

(73)

I heard this incident from Dada — He used to go to Shibpur burning ghat at night for his
spiritual practice. It was winter then, very cold, raining intermittently. Dada was wearing a
woolen quilt, seeing which his mother asked him, “Are you not going to the burning ghat
today?” When he replied that the extreme cold and rain was the reason of his not going to
the burning ghat, Matarani told Dada - “Had you gone today, you could have obtained the
darshan of the Divine Mother.” At last, Dada, on mother’s advice, walked quickly to the
burning ghat with the hope of Divine Mother’s darshan. It was late night then. Dada did not
disclose anything else. The next episode was confined to Dada only and unknown to us.
Mother’s auspicious wishes for her son and the resultant instructions always bestows good.
The mother who has a truly spiritual mind, never fails in her auspicious wishes. Sri Sri
Baba’s mother was a sincere kriya disciple of Sri Sri Yukteswar Giri Maharaj and was
dedicated to her Guru. Sri Sri Baba never used to disregard her mother’s order.

(74)

Durgapuja was going on in Dada’s house, probably it was the morning of Ashtami or
Navami. Dada called one disciple and asked him whether he practices kriya as his spiritual
discipline. The disciple replied, “I am not regular, but have decided to perform regularly
after the puja.” Dada said, “It is not bad in knowing the spiritual line at mere five rupees,
isn’t it? Why did you take the practice at all? Nowadays, that amount cannot fetch even tea
and biscuit!” Dada then spoke out, “Money is needed even in observing religion. Nowadays
religion is not possible without money.”

(75)

This incident regarding Guru Maharaj has been narrated by a sincere kriya sadhak, who
likes to keep himself anonymous -

Heard from Dada — Dada used to stay in the mountain then with Nangababa. Nangababa
used to designate him as ‘Bengali Bhoot.” Once Nangababa, while going out for some
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specific work, entrusted the responsibility of other guru-brothers with Dada. Dada was
extremely glad then, he was monitoring whereas the other gurubrothers were performing all
work. Whenever he saw anybody sitting improperly, he hit him with a stiffened piece of
wood and made him straight. Dada instructed the brother disciples to build a decorative
bundle of leaves and stems at the entry of the cave of Vyaspith and inscribe on it, ‘Guru
Kripahi Kevalam.” When Nangababa returned, he was extremely glad to see the decorative
bundle of leaves constructed at the advice of Dada.

Once, Nangababa took Dada and went into a deep forest; he said to Dada - “I will show
you the process of leaving the mortal coil at the burial of a mahatma.” They reached a spot
where Dada saw — one mahatma sitting in yogmudra in the state of absorption (samadhi) and
several mahatmas sitting surrounding him, showing special obeisance to him. Slowly, the
crown of the head of the mahatma sitting in the absorptive state started swelling and the
other mahatmas started applying a paste of mountainous plants and herbs on the swollen part
of the head. The swelling attained a big size and ruptured. There was bleeding from the site
and then everybody buried him there. Nangababa said — “this is the process how a realized
mahatma leaves his mortal coil in perfect yogic communion by rupture of the vertex of the
head and then merges in transcendental Brahman.” When all the activities were over, the
other mahatmas went off and only Nangababa and Dada were remaining. Nangababa said to
Dada - “I am leaving, you sit in meditation here.” Henceforth Dada sat in meditation and
entered into the depth of it. When he regained senses, he felt very cold. It was natural for
such a mountainous region to be cold and he is quite accustomed to it but that day the
severity of cold was virtually displacing him from the asana. Suddenly he felt that the asana
was moving. Then he marked that the seat of his meditation was nothing other than a huge
thick snake of the class of python. The asana started moving and with it Dada too, but
nothing otherwise was visible due to pitch darkness. Dada said, “Then it was me and the
snake; the snake mobile in its usual speed and I journeyed to the hut of Nangababa by a
special procedure taught by him. I came and saw Nangababa in his hut and smiling.” Dada
said regarding the livelihood in mountains - “It is very difficult for an aspirant to procure
food and toil in the mountainous top compared to the plains because not all aspirants can
survive on air. Hence a sadhu becomes very glad if a tourist gives him two dry chapatis in
lieu of hundred rupees. But there are alternatives too for them who know it. The
consumption of solidified milk of a she-yak, which drops down being excess, or the
consumption of a few seeds of a fruit available in the dense forest of the mountains
containing numerous seeds like poppy seeds, removes hunger, thirst or all sorts of tiredness
for the next two or three days." ...to be continued

—Sri Pradip Chattopadhyay, Shibpur
—Translated into English by Her Blessed Child Dr Barun Dutta

N

7

Meditate on the form of the Satguru, take his word as gospel truth. Let the footfalls of the
Satguru resound in the recesses of your heart. The Satguru is the Infinite, bow to Him. Think of the
feet of the Satguru in your heart. By constant remembrance you will cross the ocean of illusive
matter. Remember the Satguru within yourself and with the tongue repeat Sat-naam given by the
Satguru. With your eyes visualize the form of the Satguru and with your ears hear the holy naam—
\. the eternal song. —Guru Nanak Y
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Biography of Manicklal Dutta

[A disciple of Mahavatar Sri Sri Babaji Maharaj]
(12)

Employment in the railways:

Manicklal engaged himself in spiritual
discussion regularly in the house of Mr.
- Herbert but, at
1 the same time,
{ his ancestral
business, which
he had started
] by the support
1 of Raja
Badridas, slowly
waned and as a
result Manicklal
was plunged into intense poverty. He
needed to have attention on his dresses
because he had to keep in touch with the
dignified Englishmen. Mr. Herbert had an
idea that Manicklal’s ancestral business was
quite profitable. Anyway, after a few days, a
railway job cracked. A  position of
supervisor became vacant in the booking
office of East-India Railways at Park Street,
Kolkata. Manicklal met Mr. P. C. Sheridon,
the then traffic manager of the East-India
railways with an intention of getting the job.
Due to continuous interaction with the
Englishmen, Manicklal’s fear psychosis
against the English people came to an end.
The responsibility of the post was quite
heavy. In those days, ticket booking for sea-
faring steamers could be directly done in the
railways. Many English couple of high post
and English armies used to visit this office
for ticket booking. If the supervisor could
not understand their language or feelings or
repeatedly utter, “beg your pardon” to try to
clearly understand them, then they were ill-
fated for disgraceful harassment and even
physical assault. Hence, Mr. Sheridon
explained the details of the responsibility of
the post to Manicklal and then asked for his
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consent. Manicklal replied softly, “It will be
mistaken if I say I can because no work is

possible for me, wuntil and unless the
Almighty showers his blessings on my
work.” Such a comment declaring the

possibility of failure in work is definitely
harmful but as Mr. Sheridon was a religious-
minded man, he could fathom the meaning
of Manicklal’s comment. He gracefully
appointed Manicklal in the above job from
1.12.1912. He had to work hard for some
time in that office with a fearful heart.

In the meantime, Manicklal’s highly
surprising and miraculous talk on God, his
critical analysis of the scriptures spread
widely among the wise and virtuous
Englishmen of Bengal Club, Kolkata Club.
Mr. F. G. Wigly was the chief secretary of
the Bengal Government at that time. This old
man used to visit the Park Street booking
office on several evenings with a stick in
hand in disguise. He used to keep his motor
car at some distance from the booking
office, ordered his body guards to stay there
and then came to Manicklal. He used to
request Manicklal for some religious talk in
the midst of work. Manicklal was ignorant of
the true identity of Mr. Wigly for a long
time. Hence he felt him as an ordinary man
and asked him to sit on a stool by his side
with utter disrespect and tell a few religious
talks to him at the end of the day, in the
midst of his work. The old man never used
to ventilate his identity. Very occasionally,
Manicklal’s father Shyamacharan Dutta used
to visit the office. Noticing the old man by
the side of his working son, he asked his son
in mother language, “Why does the old man
come to you regularly and disturb? You
have such a responsible job, in case there is
an error in counting money, you won’t be
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able to compensate the loss.” The old man
was never dejected. He sat by the side of
Manicklal on a stool and listened happily to
the religious talks.

One day, the old man expressed his
desire of leaving India and going back to his
country and requested Manicklal for his
passage book. Considering the state of the
old man that Manicklal was acquainted with,
Manicklal asked his permission for third
class ticket. In reply, the old man said,
“Third class is ok, but what will be the fare
for the first and second classes? As the old
English lady, my wife, will be having her
last journey from India, if I can afford, I will
try to travel in the higher class.” He left the
place by saying that he will know in details
the next day. Manicklal, later on, calculated
the exact fares in all the three classes and
showed it to the old man the next day. The
old man said that he could manage the
required amount and so passage book for
the first class be made. Accordingly,
Manicklal took money and made the
passage book.

After a few days of this, Manicklal was
confronted with a peculiar incident. An
unknown English lady came to the booking
office with a big motor-car, stepped
elegantly to Manicklal and asked him to
show the names of passengers for England
so that she can identify whether any person
known to her has a passage book. Manicklal
handed over the list of names with great
eagerness. The English lady examined the
names of the passengers, exhibited a mental
change and she angrily shouted at
Manicklal, - “Nonsense, why have you not
put 'Hon’ble Sir', before the name of F. G.
Wigly. Don’t you know he is the chief
secretary of the Govt. of Bengal? Book my
passage  with  him, in the same
compartment.” It was a bolt from the blue
for Manicklal. The insult of the English lady
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didn’t hurt him, he only thought in
repentance how he disrespected Mr. Wigly.
He gave him only a small stool to sit and
miserly uttered him a few spiritual talks
thinking that he had been so graceful to him.
Now the only thought that haunted him was
how to expiate at present. He made all
arrangements for confirmed booking of the
English lady and then Manicklal found out
the address of Mr. Wigly. It was the practice
of Manicklal to note down the address and
phone numbers in some cases, of all the
passengers, to avoid any error in passage
booking. In the evening, Manicklal took the
address of Mr. Wigly and reached the house
with the intention of asking forgiveness. At
the entrance, he was intercepted by the
guards who didn’t allow him to enter in
despite repeated requests. Manicklal was
strict in entering. In the meantime, Mr.
Wigly identified Manicklal from the first
floor of the house and came to him. He
sincerely gave a cordial welcome and took
him inside the house. The guards were also
surprised at this. Manicklal entered into the
room of Mr. Wigly and said, “Did you
forgive me?” Mr. Wigly was astonished to
hear this and said that there is no reason for
forgiveness as he never noticed any mistake
in the part of Manicklal. In reply to this,
Manicklal spoke out submissively, “I gave
you a small stool to sit, expressed only a few
divine talks out of sheer negligence, but you
are such a noble and spiritual person that
you kept your identity concealed and only to
fulfill the desire of hearing the divine talks,
you have endured so much of hardship and
humbleness. Hence I feel so guilty today.
Kindly assure me that you have pardoned
me from your heart.”
...to be continued
—Sri Ardhendu Sekhar Chattopadhyay
Translated into English
by Her Blessed Child Dr Barun Dutta
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The Philosophy of Truth
The Proof of Unreality of the World

Chapter 11
The technique of restraining the mind - 4

Bhakta: My Lord! You are repeatedly
asking me to grasp my mind or finding the
faults of the mind, but who will get hold of
the mind? I do not find anything apart from
the mind.

Mahatma: My son! You have asked an
excellent question. I will discuss the entire
matter to you correctly. My son, you have to
catch hold of your mind by your mind,
henceforth this mind will find out the faults
of your mind. Now I need to elucidate in
details regarding this mind.

Bhakta: My Lord! How to catch hold of
the mind by mind? This is a matter of great
surprise!

Mahatma: My son! I have emphasized it
long back that the matters pertaining to the
mind are indeed surprising. Later on you can
see several surprising matters of the mind. O
mighty! Hundreds of instruments have been
built to see the external world but nothing of
the sort for analyzing the mind. The mind is
the only instrument to observe the mind. The
Brahmagyani Guru imparts Brahmavidya to
the people and teaches to observe his inner
world with the help of the vidya. The
concentration power of the mind then moves
inward and illuminates the psychology and
analyses every part of the mind. As iron is
cut by the sharp edge of iron, similarly
hearing the discourses of the Guru and
judgment imparted by the scriptures, renders

the mind one pointed and sharp, which in
turn wards off the mental desires. To
explain, your mind which was lurking in
ignorance, becomes oxidised by the
germination of wisdom and this wise mind
finally finds out its own faults and corrects
itself. Mind itself is capable of whipping the
mind, none else. Hence the ignorant mind
has to be whipped by the wise mind. This is
what is called, ‘to catch hold of the mind by
the mind.” Hence if you do not redeem the
mind engrossed in worldly matter by the
wisdom of the scriptures, there is no other
alternative left. The mind-rope has to be cut
by the mind and then the atman can be
emancipated.

Mind is of two types — one pure and the
other impure. Pure mind is the mind without
desires and impure mind is filled with
desires. The great sage Maharshi Vasistha
had said to Ramachandra -

“Man eva samarthasyad
manaso driho nigrahe.”
(Yogavasistha)

Meaning: mind itself can only cause

annihilation of the mind, none else.

...to be continued

(Excerpts from

Sri Kalikananda Abadhoot's
"Satya-Darshan" in Bengali)
-Translated into English by

Her Blessed Child Dr Barun Dutta

\Annapurna Puja: 1% April, Wednesday

@ Forthcoming Events
Dol Purnima: 9™ March, Monday
Spiritual Congregation: 22" March,
Sunday

N

Ram Navami: 2™ April, Thursday

Bengali New Year: 15" April, Tuesday.
spiritual discourse by Sree Sree Maa in
the evening. )
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Gems From the Garland of Letters
[Letters of Bhagwan Kishori Mohan]

(33)

30th June  ignorance (agyan). Extraction of the root,

Dear Raja, naturally destroys the tree. While the root of
Note that the earthly individual (jiva) the samsara tree is ignorance and passion,
experiences the its trunks, branches and stems
consequences of his own may be considered to be the
committed actions and at the tendencies of longing, egoism
source, there ultimately and consequent selfishness.
exists a  Destiny  which By first axing-off  the
pervades and governs branches and stems, life-force
everything in the world. of this tree gets reduced and
Even the trinity of the restricted.  Subsequently, it
almighty lords Brahma, becomes easy to extract out

Vishnu and Maheshwar are
subject to the control of this
Destiny. In spite of this, the
jiva can attain  salvation
through his own efforts and
sincere endeavor. However,
such effort, endeavor and the & :
subsequent attainment of liberation, are
eventually under the control of Destiny. The
yogic seekers are thus advised to maintain a
tranquil void in their minds by remaining
free from passion, desire and longing for
achievement and relinquishing ego in all its
forms. Renouncement of the ownership of
performed actions leads to the absolution
from experiencing the consequences of
such actions. The causal origin of the cycle

B e

of rebirths is seeded in these negative
mental tendencies. When the mind is
unshackled from such tendencies, it

becomes comparable to a dried seed. As a
dried seed completely loses it’s potency
towards the germination of a new plant,
similarly, the tree of samsara (worldly
creation) fails to sprout and spread its
branches and stems from an impotent seed-
like mind. The tree of worldly creation is
rooted in delusive knowledge (avidya) or
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L T

the root itself.

You are already aware of
these principles. You are also
aware of the principles of
right conduct and the nature
of play of the force of avidya.
Your mother may keep a copy

e

of this letter.
Ever Yours,
Sri Kishori Mohan

16™ Poush, 1331 (Bengali),
Kashidham,

Dear Sarala — my utmost grace on you,
Your letters have reached me on time.
Your Sannyasini-Mata (Monk-Mother) has
written me two letters after she reached

Haridwar.

She has started advising seekers in
Haridwar. 1 feel very happy when your
mother advises the people. 1 have

undertaken the pledge of delivering earth-
bound souls (jiva) and I have to accomplish
this mission within a short span of time. This
is why I get displeased when Sannyasini
remains quiet, confining herself in the
solitude of her home. All you devotees,
carry on with your meditative penance and
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contemplation with zeal and enthusiasm. Do
not ever focus your attention towards the
results delivered by your penance. The
results or outcomes are controlled by God.
Have faith that even a single appeal to God
conducted with open-hearted simplicity, will
never go in vain. What new advice will I
offer you? You all have been continuing
with your meditative practices for a long
time now. You are aware of all meditative
procedures and have received sufficient
advice from your Guru. I understand that
you have to carry the burden of familial
duties and responsibilities, but do not waste
whatever free time you get in between—
utilize such time in meditative
contemplation. Such sincerity pleases God
and He will take charge of the duties on
your behalf. You all have received ample
grace from God; effectively utilize such
grace and never misuse it.

Ever Yours,

Sri Kishori Mohan

3 Falgun

Dear Sarala — my utmost grace on you,
Comprehend samsara (worldly relations
and attachments) as the unending source of
grief and suffering, and make an all-round
endeavor so that you do not have to again
take refuge of this mortal coil in rebirth.
How so much be the extremity of distress
delivered by samsara, it withers away
completely when the mind is detached from
it. Desire and longing, distractive and
authoritative tendencies, and passion for
worldly  enjoyment, are the innate
characteristics of the mind. Freedom from
these tendencies naturally leads to the
dissolution of the samsara—for this is what
essentially samsara is, in its subtle sense.
Perceive and fathom that husband, sons or
daughters are not your original eternal
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relations and thereby absolve our mind from
desires and authoritativeness—samsara will
be renounced forever.

The only reality in this world is Brahman,

expressed as Divine Consciousness. This
Consciousness  mingles with ego and
appears in the inner-sky as different
embodied forms—I, you, him etc. The

Brahman is attained when one is liberated
from the false perception of lower
individualistic ego. This Divine
Consciousness is the real Self—nothing else.
Ever Yours,
Sri Kishori Mohan

5" Chaitra,
Kashidham,
Dear Geeta — my utmost grace on you,

Your postcard has reached me yesterday.
You have requested for advice on
mechanisms of proper conduct in samsara,
as you have been placed in the path of
samsara-hood.

One has to relinquish selfishness. Serve
and take care of the older members of the
family and treat the younger ones as your
own. Accomplish the duties assigned to you
with utmost sincerity. Do not indulge in
disputes or quarrels with anybody. Do not
point-out faults that you observe with
anybody. Let others judge and resolve such
faults. Always remain calm, serene and
blissful. Acknowledge and admit to the
elderly members whenever you commit a
mistake. Meditate a little in solitude. My
grace remains with you.

Ever Yours,
Sri Kishori Mohan
...to be continued
(From the book titled “Brihat Kishori
Bhagavat” by Sree Sree Maa Sharbani)
—Translated into English by
Her blessed child, Sri Arnab Sarkar
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Mata Sharbani Trust
Annual Report (2018-2019)

The vision of Mata Sharbani Trust is based on the ideals of its principal and patron, Sree
Sree Maa Sharbani who, in the spirit of highest universal values, has charted a path that
combines realization of supreme truth with service to humanity. The goals of the Trust cover
humanitarian, spiritual and cultural aspects in an attempt to serve people, irrespective of
gender, caste, creed, religion or race and spread the message of unity and eternal Truth.
Preserving our prized heritage and reviving them in the modern age, providing relief to the
needy and poor, assisting people with educational and medical support, helping destitute
homes and educational institutions, etc., form some of the core activities of the Trust.
Spreading the message of unity of spiritual paths, practice of Brahmavidya as a means to
attain self-realization, publication of books / CDs/ cassettes on Indological themes, study of
Sanskrit and practice of music through regular sessions, teaching of yoga as a means for
good health, dissemination of knowledge through maintenance of a library of rare books,
holding of cultural events on Indological themes, regular spiritual discourses on auspicious
occasions, detailed studies on our scriptures to appreciate its true meaning for self-realization
and service, satsang with saints and sadhus, distribution of relief materials including clothes,
blankets, food and medicine to the poor, educational support for the needy, providing
drinking water facilities and other infrastructural support for development of adjoining rural
areas, rendering support to similar organizations working especially for the well-being of
forsaken women and orphaned children, are some of the regular activities of our Trust. The
Trust carries out its activities through its main centre at Akhanda Mahapeeth, Plaza Housing
Shibrampur and auxiliary centres in Varanasi, Puri, Nabadwip and through another
organization, Sarada-Ramakrishna (Shishu O Mahila) Sevashram, an orphanage cum
residential school in the village of Marjada (Hotor), located on the outskirts of the city of
Kolkata. The main centre at Akhanda Mahapeeth also has a Self-Realization Centre-cum-
Cultural Complex inside the main Trust premises and the Bhakta Nivas and Annapurna
Kshetra inside Plaza Housing locality of Shibrampur. We highlight below some of the
important activities that were carried out during the period April 2018 to March 2019.

Several charitable activities were carried out from the main Ashram premises of the Trust
at Akhanda Mahapeeth, Shibrampur. Like every year, more than 1000 poor people were
donated new clothes and food packets during two sessions, one prior to Durga Puja and one
before Kali Puja. These included sarees for women and dhotis / lungis for men and dresses
for children. It also included dresses for children and infants who came with their parents.
Later in December, more than 300 woollen blankets were donated to the needy people of the
region. Education aid and Medical aid was given to several people during the year. During
the Navratri festival, ‘bhandara’ was organized on several days and food was distributed for
people of the locality. During the Annapurna festival, children of the locality were especially
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provided food, served by Sree Sree Maa herself. During the anniversary of enthronement of
the Guru Maharajas, ‘bhandara’ was held for all and a special food arrangement was made
for the children of Aikyatan School of the vicinity. Several ongoing social services in the
locality were continued. In addition, regular road refurbishing has been carried out to enable
people of the region to have better access from the main road to their homes. Infrastructure
was improved in the main Ashram premises during this period. The marble fixing work on
the outer walls has progressed to almost completion and the next phase is being planned.
Bhakta Niwas was renovated and painted. Several charitable and spiritual activities are
carried out from the premises of Bhakta Niwas / Annapurna Kshetra.

The following activities were carried out for the Hotor Sevashram - Classes were
smoothly continued for the Sarada Shiksha Mandir, the Pre-primary and Primary school run
by the Sevashram. For this, renovation of dormitory rooms, school rooms and Sevashram
building were taken up. Copy books, pens and pencils were provided for the school children
and facilitated through the Trust. In addition, regular ration supplies of nutritious food,
clothes, regular usage items and educational material, including text books, were provided
for the resident children. Several devotees of the Trust have regularly visited the Sevashram
on a weekly basis to provide services, especially to teach the children studying in the
Sevashram School to help improve their academic performance. Results have been very
encouraging. Renovation works were continued out in the Nabadwip Ashram of the Trust.
Regular maintenance of the Ashram was carried out and maintained. Water supply from the
Municipality was obtained. As part of charitable activities, a cemented road was constructed
in the area near the Nabadwip Ashram premised, which is of great value for comfortable
transport for the local people, mostly from lower income background. Sree Sree Maa and
other devotees visited the Varanasi, Puri and Nabadwip Ashrams and carried out charitable
activities like sadhu seva.

Many other activities that form part of the core objectives of the trust were carried out
with full fervor. Several publications were made from the Trust during the year. These
include a Bengali book ‘Ritachhanda’ by Sree Sree Maa. Four issues of the quarterly
journal Hiranyagarbha were published. The Ashram website was redeveloped and a You
Tube Channel was started for the benefit of devotees. Yoga classes and teaching of Sanskrit
texts were held regularly. The invaluable spiritual library, containing more than 2000
books, was functional throughout the year. Several new books have been added to the
library in the last year. The bi-weekly discourse on the Bhagwat Gita by Dr Barun Dutta
was continued every alternate Sunday morning. More than hundred sessions are already
completed. The other extremely valuable feature is the monthly class on Patanjali
Yogasutras conducted by Sree Sree Maa herself, especially for women sadhikas. Sree Sree
Maa continued with her Saturday evening music classes on a regular basis. Several new
songs were composed by her and some devotees during this period. The Ashram holds four
Spiritual Discourses every year on topics of interest. Four sessions were delivered by Dr
Barun Dutta, focusing on the Katha Upanishad in particular. Lectures on spirituality with
special emphasis on Kriya Yoga was initiated and delivered by Sree Sree Maa herself where
she not only spoke on key principles and methods but also answered questions from the
audience.
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A number of events were held highlighting Indian culture. These included regular
programmes by devotees during various special occasions. Several eminent people
performed in the Ashram premises to highlight various aspects of Indian culture. These
included sangeet recitals by  Smt Priyanka
Chattopadhyay, Shri Subrata Sengupta and
Paripurna  Devi (disciple daughter of Sri
Abhayji), dance programmes by the members |
and pupils of Guru Giridhari Nayak of Odishi §
Ashram, and several music and dance
programmes by Hotor Sevashram children and
Akhanda Mahapeeth Ashram devotees, etc.
Mahatma Sri Sri Taat Baba of Pushkar visited
our Ashram. Shri Imtiaz Ali Jonab, also visited
the Ashram. Sree Sree Maa alongwith some
disciples  visited  the  ashram  of  Sri
Madavanandaji at Konnagar. A Satsang was Dance programme by the pupils of Guru
held at Akhanda Mahapeeth on the visit of Giridhari Nayak, at Ahanda Mahapeeth
Swami Chetanananda Giri Maharaj, a sadhu in the lineage of Paramhansa Yogananda. Sree
Sree Maa also visited the Varanasi, Nabadwip and Puri Ashrams. In Puri, Sree Sree Maa met
with Swami Jitomohananda-ji of Divine Life Society. Sri Narayandas Baba of Devraha Baba
Ashram visited Varanasi Ashram and met with Sree Sree Maa. Swami Shri Gurudas Ashram
frequently visited Varanasi Ashram to maintain the activities there. Sree Sree Maa along with
a few Ashramites visited ‘Hotor Ashram’ on their annual programme. Sadhvi
Suchetanandamoyee and Shadhvi Punyanandamoyee welcomed Sree Sree Maa through arati
and garlanding. The students and brahmacharinis of the Ashram also paid their homage to
Sree Sree Maa. The children of the Ashram performed a beautiful cultural programme. Sree
Sree Maa along with a few Ashramites visited ‘Yogoda Satsang Society’ at their
Dakshineshwar Ashram and a Satsang was held in the presence of Swami Shuddhananda
and other monks of the Yogoda Satsang Society. They also showed everyone rare glimpses
of heritage items of Swami Yogananda. Swami Bhedatitananda of Ramakrishna Mission and
Swami Subharupananda of Bharat Sevashram Sangha visited Akhanda Mahapeeth on the
occasion of Durga puja. We also remember with deep sorrow Swami Rajeshwarananda-ji
and his last visit during this period, after which he passed away.

Shri Raj Kumar Daga, Chartered Accountant, has given his consent to re-appointment as
Auditor. The Trust accounts for financial year were audited by Shri Raj Kumar Daga and
duly approved by the Trustees.

With the grace and guidance of the Supreme Divine, Sree Sree Maa, all patrons and
well-wishers, we hope to continue serving mankind with dedication and devotion. We
express our sincere thanks and gratitude to all donors, devotees and volunteers for their help,
dedication and selfless efforts in helping our mission to succeed. We feel blessed to have
received this unique opportunity to serve. We pray for the well-being of all.

-Shri Siddhartha Nandi & Swami Sadasivananda,

Trustees and Joint Secretaries, Mata Sharbani Trust

Akhanda Mahapeeth, Plaza Housing (Jagannathpur) Shibrampur, 24 Parganas (S),
West Bengal 700141, India. November 10, 2019
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News in Brief

29" September - 4™ October - The 28"
Navaratri Durga Puja was organized at the
Ashram premises. On Panchami in the morning,
Sree Sree Maa distributed clothes, sweets and
biscuit packets to around 580 villagers. An
absorbing cultural programme was conducted in
the evening where a dance recital was presented
by the pupils of Sri Giridhari Nayak. The earlier

issue of Hiranyagarbha was released on this
evening. In the evening on Saptami, a cultural
programme constituting of bhajans and dance
was conducted. On Mahastami, a bhandara was
organized on the holy occasion of the death
anniversary of Sri Lahiri Mahasaya. On Navami,
mahaprasad of Sri Sri Durga Devi was
distributed. Swami Purnabrahmanandaji and
Bhedatitanandaji from Ramkrishna Mission,
Swami Ekatmanandaji from Bharatsevashram
and Swami Chetananandaji of the Paramahansa
Yogananda order, visited the Ashram during
these days.

15t - 19™ October - Sri Sri Taat Baba of
Pushkar spent these days at the Ashram.

13™ October - On the occasion of Sree Sree
Kojagari  Purnima,  Sri  Yajnanarayan-da
performed the puja of Sri Sri Lakshmi
Janardanjiu at Sree Annapurna Kshetra. After
puja, yajna was held at the Ashram.

20™ QOctober - In the morning, Sree Sree Maa
distributed clothes to more than 500 villagers. The
villagers were also offered sweets and biscuits.

27™ October - At midnight, Sree Sree Maa
performed the puja of Maa Devi Tarakalika at
the Ashram.
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5" November - On the occasion of Sri Sri
Jagaddhatri Puja, prasad was offered at the
Annapurna Kshetra.

10" November - The Annual General
Meeting of Mata Sharbani Trust was held in the
evening at the Ashram premises.

12" November - On the occasion of Raas
Purnima, offerings were made to Sri Sri Radha
Madhav followed by distribution of prasad. In
the evening, Sree Sree Maa herself presented
some beautiful bhajans.

14"-15" November - Sree Sree Maa along
with a few disciples visited Ramdewra in
Rajasthan to visit the temple of Sri Sri
Ramdewra Baba.

1** December - On this day, warm blankets
and winter wear were distributed among many
poor villagers in the locality.

4t . 5% Pecember - Worship of Sree
Annapurna Mata and Sri Vishweshwar Shiva was
conducted on 4% December. A program of
bhajans by Smt. Laboni Lahiri was conducted in
the evening at Annapurna Kshetra. On 5%
morning, worship of Sree Lakshmi Janardanjiu
was held and prasad was distributed.

8t - 18" December - Sree Sree Maa along
with a few disciples spent these days in Varanasi.
During her stay, Sree Sree Maa visited Sri
Pawhari Baba's Ashram in Gazipur and met Sri
Hans Baba and Sri Naranayandas Baba at Sri
Devraha Baba's Ashram. Maa also visited Bodh
Gaya during her return to Kolkata.

25" December - On the 33 session of the
'Adhyatmik Sabha', our brother disciple Dr.
Barun Dutta commenced his discourse on the
Prashna Upanishads.

29" December - On this morning, Sree Sree
Maa herself delivered an enlightening discourse
on Kriyayoga.

30" December -2" January - Sree Sree Maa
visited Deoghar along with a few disciples.

5% January - In the evening, a cultural
programme was conducted by the pupils of the
Hotor Ashram.
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Subscription for Hiranyagarbha

Hiranyagarbha is a quarterly journal. The subscription fee for the journal in case of hand collection is
Rs. 80.00 and for postal delivery is Rs. 100.00 per year (within India). Subscription forms may be
obtained at the Ashram premises or by emailing to akhanda.mahapeeth@gmail.com. For information
and help, contact Sri Arnab Sarkar (Mob. 094748-96776), Smt. Keya Chakraborty (Mob. 094324-
56831), Sri Mohit Shukla (Mob. 094321-70365); Website : www.akhanda-mahapeeth.org.
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